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THE  SECOND  PHASE  OF  CONFEDERATION 


1 


Last  year  we  uelnbrated  «hc  senii-fenteniiial  of  Confed- 
eration. This  anniversary  found  Canada  making  everv 
effort  to  mamtuin  her  place  in  the  rreat  struggle  for  demo.'- 
racy,  and  also  found  our  Confederation  subjeeted  to  the 
severest  test,  and  in  the  opinion  of  sonu  at  least  of  our 
citizens,  strained  almost  to  the  breaking  j  oint.  To-night 
I  propose  to  review  briefly  some  of  the  salient  features  in 
the  evolution  of  Confederation  during  this  first  fifty  years 
and  then  to  discuss  the  lines  along  which  in  the  future  that 
evolution  should  proceed. 

looking  back  oyer  the  last  half-century,  I  think  we  must 
agree  that  the  vision  of  those  statesmen  who  met  at  Quebec 
in  1864  and  planned  a  nation  has  been  justified  by  results. 

There  are  two  outstanding  things  during  those  fiftv 
years  which  deserve  our  notice. 

First,  there  ha.,  'jeen  a  really  remarkable  abse.ice  of  racial 
discord,  and  only  at  two  period!^  have  the  racial  differences 
become  acute.    The  first  was  in  the  eighties  as  a  result  of 
the  Northwest  Rebellion,  and  the  execution  of  Louis  Kiel 
Ihe  second  is  the  present  agitation  caused  bv  the  bilingual 
school  situation  in  Ontario  and  the  difficulties  arising  on 
account  of  the  Military  Service  Act.    As  a  counter  balfnce 
to  this,  Canada  was  pleased  during  fifteen  years  to  accept 
the  leadership  of  one  of  her  greatest  French-Canadians 
When  we  are  inclined  to  worry  about  this  problem  of  the 
races  we  should  find  comfort  in  looking  back  over  the  last 
half-century.    After  all,  the  :uoderate  men  in  both  races  on 
each  side  of  the  Ottawa  Fiver  are  in  the  majority,  and  it 
must  be  admitted  that  we  get  alomj  fairly  well  together 
We  find  a  strong  confirmation  of  this  in  the  recent  debate 
on  the  Francoeur  Resolution  in  the  Quebec  Legislature     \  t 
thw  time  when  political  feeling  runs  high  this  question  was 
debated  on  a  high  plane,  and  with  a  resi-aint  and  expres- 
sion of  patroitism  well  worthy  of  emula'  on. 


history  of  ir„,te,l   ('ana.la   is  tl...   ten.ienov   towards  Dro- 

Z'?K,'"•'■*^'"'^*'"'"  ^°^"''^  nationalism.     This  wems 
mev.tab  e  in  the  first  years  of  a  federation.    In  the  iS 

r.^,  h.  fi  "T"'  'I.**'""  **"*«  "K^'t''  ""'1  federal  rights 
.fsulto.l  finally  ,„  the  war  of  rebellion.     In  Canada  oro- 

sa'riiy  ;Se%rs';'  >''  '"•f-ti''^  °f  minorities  "had  ne^ee. 
,hl.  .         "*  P'"""-    '^'"""f?  the  Fathers  of  Federation 

Cartir  m  M°"*'lr'''"^,^^'-«^--^'««donald,  nrow^  and 
wSn  .  .  .?  '''«se  three,  John  A.  Macdonald  was  the  one 
who  had  the  broadest  national  viewpoint,  fie  favoured  a 
legislative  union  of  the  provinces,  that  is,  a  union  without 

t^onTth  teVsH-  "T"  ^^^  '^^^^'■•^  '"  the  eonlS! 
t  on  of  the  United  States  and  would  have  imposed  an  over- 

i.    ,?  «»thonty  ,n  a  central  parliament.     The  Civil  War 

whieh  had  rent  the  United  States  asun.ler  was  a  solemn 

warning  against  the  extreme  assertion  of  state  or  provineTa 

rights^    In  an  address  to  the  electors  of  Kingston  he  said 

confederahon  of  the  North  American  Provinces.  Wemus 
however  endeavour  to  take  varning  hy  the  defects  i^  the 
constrtutton  of  the  United  States  which  areZw  soil, 
fully  mamfest,  and  to  form,  if  we  succeed  in  FeTerationL 
efficient  central  government."  He  pleaded  for  Canada 
united  as  one  province,  under  one  sovereign, 
\  ^M°!?  ««d  C«rtier  were  as  loyal  to  one  sovereign  as  John 

™1  ^  '"^'  ''•"\"''''  ^'^""^  ""t  '"  fa^"""-  of  a  Dominion 
organized  as  a  single  province.  Cartier  was  determined  ^o 
presene  the  religious  institution  and  privileges  of  Quebec 
Brown  was  equal  y  determined  to  establish  fdequ ate  local' 
control  over  local  affairs  in  Upper  Canada.  BoVh  were 
provmc.al  .n  their  ideal  rather  than  national.  Unquesdon 
ably  ,„  Lower  Canada  there  was  a  real  anxiety  at  takW 
this  plunge  into  the  unknown  waters  of  a  new  constitution 

It  IS  not  necessary  to  more  than  mention  the  long-drawn- 
a  to  Fe1er"a/°r^  struggle  between  Macdonald  and  Mowat 
fhVt  J,!  1  ♦v.  '^  Provincial  rights.  You  all  know  how  in 
eJtablS  "*"  *'  °*  '*"  P""""'"*^''  '''''  in<^onte8tably 

In  1874  we  find  an  attempt  to  inaugurate  a  Canadian 


.. 


., 


John  A.  .MaMo  !,l,    nnk     i       ?       "''/•''•     '''"'""btodly  Sir 

by  that  moi  '■„'"£  nSTi':  i!'"  ""'""""'  '"•'"'•"^ 
>5ince  thon,  hou-evor  o  ,'  n  , „n^?        ?     ^  '''nnpHipn  of  1878. 

hiKhestandUK  'ni  mh  '■;,  Nationalism  in  the 
tish  flaff  waved  vKorolh«t^,  \f  ^'^  *'  "  'f""''  "'<'  "^i- 
•lian  flap  been  looZZLV'T'  ^"*  """'''•  *>•"•  'he  Cana- 
party  to  vin?orv  *"  ''''  ^''''"'  *°  '<""!  a"/  Political 

brought  sharpiyTthe  fo  .  r^,  "«*■""«'.  Possibilities,  has 
and  our  real  lack  of  „nin  T  ""j;  "»""««•  incohorency 
manded  of  Canada  to  mu  fortT.'  ^^'r^ad  it  been  do- 
nation. We  murt;V'  'e\f!  S  iisJ^Thf/^"'^*''  «^  " 
has  demonstrated  that  wp  nro  nT    .  •  "'*  ^''*-  "•''sis 

that  we  are  moved  by  oo  ^ommo  .  ZilTZ''''  *"'  ^"^ 
spiration.  "mraon  natior  il  impu.se  and  in- 

m.  110  different  languages)  °  ^^"'"^''  '*  Panted 

It  is  true  that  when  Germanv  threw  her  ^«.t      •,• 
tary    machine    into    Belgium    her    attfl  ^*"*  ™'''- 

against  Canada  as  BritaTn-that  if  F-rf  "'*% 'I  '"""'^ 
temptible  little  army  had  hp^r,  ,1  L  .  '"•'  """^  *be  con- 
hordes,  that  if  theTritS  fle'eThadt  iled  inThil*""  '"f"  ""^ 
.ng  hour,  then  nothing  could  have  aved  Cannier"  '"t 
heavy  hand  of  the  German  inZ^l  w  ^«°»aa  from  the 
be  the  simple  incontrovertible  ?act  S  hoZ  '™'*"  *^«*  ^^ 
thousands  of  men  who  hastened  to  thlp  i        '"^^^  °*  ^be 


ada  from  German  invasion,  but  to  defend  the  homes  they 
had  so  recently  given  up  in  the  old  country.  The  fact 
IS  beyond  (|uestion  that  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
great  army  which  did  such  magnificent  things  in  Europe 
during  the  first  two  years  of  the  war,  and  which  is  called 
Canadian,  were  not  native-born.  In  this  fact  there  is  a 
lesson  for  the  native-born  Canadian.  Nothing  so  much 
helps  a  country  to  become  a  great  nation  as  a  glorious  his- 
tory. These  British-born  who  had  been  with  us  for  only  a 
few  years  have,  in  tlie  name  of  Canada,  fought  this  good 
tight  for  human  liberty.  They  have  made  Ypres,  Festubert 
Givinchy,  Courcellettc,  Vimy  Ridge  and  Paschendael,  names 
to  conjure  with.  These  glorious  battles  have  done  much  to 
stir  within  us  tlie  dominant  force  of  nationhood  and  yet 
the  men  who  have  made  history  for  us  were  the  despised 
broncho  and  sparrow.  As  one  of  the  iiumerous  army  of  the 
non-pugnacious  native-horn,  I  feel  that  we  are  getting  for 
(Canada  a  good  deal  of  glory  under  false  colours. 

Should  we  not  therefore  in  the  future  regard  the  new- 
<omer  with  more  open-heartodness,  and  getting  rid  of  petty 
localism  and  prejudice,  endeavour  to  see  the  full  possibili- 
ties of  our  new  citizens.  And  this  applies  not  only  to  the 
Hritish-borii,  but  to  all  others  alien  to  the  Empire. 

Th.  only  compensation  Canada  can  get  from  the  sacrifice 
of  blood  and  treasure  in  this  terrible  war  will  be  national 
unity.  Prom  those  nine  scattered  Provinces  must  come  the 
Canadian  nation.  This  must  be  the  result  of  the  soul-stir- 
ring events  of  the  last  three  years. 

Think  of  what  has  happened.  We  liave  raised,  equipped 
and  sent  to  fight  in  a  European  war  375,000  men.  We  have 
spent  over  a  billion  of  money.  P'or  tv,ro  years  and  nine 
months  we  were  the  sole  representative  of  the  A  Hied  powers 
on  the  western  hemisphere.  We  now  stand  in  ihe  position 
of  an  equal  ally  with  our  powerful  neighbor,  who  regards 
with  amazement  what  we  have  accomplished  before  she  be- 
gan. From  now  on  Canada  is  a  nation  taking  her  proud 
place  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

But  we  are  only  at  the  beginning  of  nationhood.  It  must 
he  the  duty  of  every  patriotic  Canadian  to  turn  away  from 


T 


asDirS  **Jp\ '■f  •'«'/»•'   *•"■   P'-ovineial   to  the  national 
rConSeralw  "  '  '""  ""'  '^''''*''  '^  ^"^  '"-^""'^  P^"- 

tho!p  nrnhi  Pn*"'  °"  *""■  ^'''"*'^'  *"  «°d  solutions  for 

hese  problems.    Of  course,  the  problem  in  which  we  have 

twn  b.      '""■''*  w*'''  *'"'^'°^  °*  ^  ""'d"^  Vivendi  for  the 

hi  W     rf "''■    y^  '''"'°^  '^'^^'i'^^  the  fact  that  the  war 

eZlZ^'  """T^^  '°  '^'  '''^^^''  '^'  fundamental  differ! 

wh?l  tfr"  ""  *"■"  '"""^-     ^'  ^^'■'^  '^a'-n'^d  the  things 
«hich  the  (wo  races  regard  as  the  most  important. 

Suddenly  the  good-will  and  toleration  which  during  fif- 
teen years  had  witi,  considerable  enthusiasm  elected  a 
French-Canadian  to  the  Premiership  seemed  to  disappear, 
to  be  replaced  by  ill-w,]]  and  bitter  animositv,  and  on  both 

have  made  the  mo.st  of  their  opportunity.    At  a  crisis  when 
unity  was  essential  we  were  torn  asunder. 

What  are  the  fundamental  differences  which  undoubtedly 
to-day  do  divide  the  great  root  races  of  Canada?  This 
division  seems  to  ari.se  generally  out  of  differences  of  opin- 
ion in  connection  with  three  important  questions.  The  first 
IS  as  to  the  extent  of  Canada's  participation  in  the  war,  and 
he  means  adopted  for  that  participation.  The  second  is 
that  the  French-Cnnadian  is  frankly  anti-imperialistic  and 
charges  he  English-Canadian  with  being  imperialistic. 
Ihe  third  IS  over  the  question  of  language,  the  storm  centre 
neing  the  dispute  arising  in  connection  with  the  Prench- 
hnglish  schools  ol  Ontario. 

As  TO  the  first  question,  the  extent  of  Canada's  participa- 
tion in  the  war  and  the  methods  employed  to  effect  that 
participation,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  differences  are 
fundamental  and  unavoidable.  It  is  evident  to  anyone  who 
IS  at  all  familiar  with  the  Province  of  Quebec  that  tBe 
Irench-Canadian  cannot  possibly  feel  as  deeply  about  the 
war  as  the  English-Canadian.  No  good  purpose  can  be 
served  by  discussing  this  question  at  anv  length.  The  Eng- 
lish-C  anadian  took  quite  seriously  the  declaration  that  we 
are  m  tins  war  to  the  last  man  and  the  last  dollar  and  de- 


termined  to  adopt  measures  wliieL  were  iiecessarv  to  make 
that  declaration  good  in  fact.  The  issue  lias  been  deter- 
mined in  a  general  election  and  a  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  Canada  have  declared  in  favour  of  full  participa- 
tion While  the  whole  matter  has  created  the  most  acute 
stnte  and  ill-feeling,  it  is  nevertheless  merely  temporary  in 
Its  effect  on  the  future  relations  of  the  two  races.  The  ma- 
jority having  unmistakably  determined  in  what  way  we  are 
to  participate  m  the  war,  the  people  of  Quebec,  as  good,  law- 
abiding  Canadian  citizens,  have  accepted  the  decision  and 
will  obey  the  law.  The  war  will  some  day  be  over  and  time 
the  great  healer,  will  deaden  the  feeling  of  injury  and  ill- 
will  which  undoubtedly  now  exists,  and  Quebec  will  have 
as  much  cause  to  be  proud  of  its  battalions  of  -Iraftees  as 
th^  are  of  the  splendid  22nd,  the  heroes  of  Courcelette 

The  second  question,  relating  to  imperialism,  I  do  not  re- 
gard as  serious.    It  is  at  present  rather  in  the  realms  of 
academic  polities  and  has  not  as  yet  touched  the  great  mass 
ot  the  people.    In  my  judgment  there  is  in  Quebec  an  entire 
misconception  as  to  the  views  of  the  English-Canadians  on 
this  question.    There  is  no  doubt  that  we  are  strong  for  the 
British  Empire  and  proud  of  all  it  stands  for,  and  the  rea- 
son we  are  proud  of  it  is  because  the  British  Empire  is  not 
really  an  empire  at  all.    If  it  were  an  Empire  in  the  sense 
ot  the  German  Empire  we  would  long  since  have  broken 
away  from  it,  but  this  loose  collection  of  nationalities  which 
goes  to  make  up  the  British  Empire  is  not  an  Empire  in 
any  such  sense.    It  is  a  Commonwealth  of  free  nations  held 
together  in  support  of  the  same  principles  of  democracv  as 
those  for  which  the  United  States  and  France  stand    "We 
believe  in  this  British  Commonwealth  as  it  is  now  consti- 
tuted because  under  it  we  receive  full  and  free  government 
tor  ourselves  and  because  the  same  rights  are  extended  to 
all  the  nations  within  the  Empire  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment.    The  proudest  thing  a  Canadian  can  sav  to-dav  is 
that  It  we  had  so  desired  we  could  have  maintained  'our 
technical  belligerency  with  Germany  and  that  except  bv 
our  own  free  will  we  need  not  have  sent  a  man  to  the  war 
or  spent  a  dollar.     Of  course,  submarine  warfare  would 
have  drawn  us  into  hostilities  as  it  did  the  United  States 
Our  French-Canadian  friends  need  not  fear  that  anv  cam' 


paigu  for  the  centralization  of  Imperial  government  will 

dda     Sir  Robert  Borden's  declaration  on  his  return  from 
the  Imperial  Conference  last  year  makes  this  clear 

ous   and  wllf'^e'^^  '"'"'.'',""  *°  '«"^«^<'  '«  *»>,  most  seri- 

problem  Zi  ll  f      Tl  Jf  *'°^-     ^°'"'"  ^''•"ti''"  "^  '•»« 
proDiem  must  be  found  if  these  two  races  are  to  live  har 

ZmniltT'Y ■'''''  "  *•'">'  -<-  to  coo^erat    i,  the 
pSn  ?haf  the'"'''''  '"t°.\g';«'at  nation.    I  desire  to  make  it 
plain  that  the  views  which  I  may  express  on  this  question 
are  personal,  and  that  a  I  do  not  speak  in  my  offldaT— 
ity  as  vice-president  of  the  Bonne  Entente.   The  chief  diffi 
culty  IS  our  inaccessibility  to  one  another.  Distrust  and  sus 

C^h°e"no  To  "'  °'  '.T'^''^^-  ''  '^  difficult  to  ;fnde; 
A  •,,  P  *  °^  ^'^"'  °*  *he  man  you  do  not  know  Cm. 
p.da  will  never  be  wholly  an  English  country  and  it  wi  i 
never  be  wholly  a  French  country.  It  will  be  the  C'anadl 
produced  from  a  harmonious  working  together  of  the  tvvn 
races,  each  affecting  the  other,  eachgfvinlof  itsbes  nVhe 
Cana"^!  °*  *'V«  -"ole  race.  I  am  not  s%ak  ng  of  what 
Canada  may  be  a  thousand  years  from  now.  But  th  s  is 
certain,  that  in  the  immediate  centuries  which  are  to  come 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  assimilation  of  the  French  bv 
the  English.    The  French-Canadian  is  a  too  persistem  '  toek 

£007^°^*'^'  ^^'^  ***  '^"PP^"-  In  1763  there  were  but 
85,000  French-Canadians  in  Canada.  Without  heln  frrl 
immigration  they  have  increased,  counting  "hose^inT 
United  States,  to  probably  three  millions  Thevwiiy^keen 
on  increasing.  Whether  we  like  it  or  not.  that  is  a  fact  an^ 
we  have  to  deal  with  facts,  not  theories.  ^ 

The  first  thing  both  races  must  get  to  understand  is 
race-consciousness  that  thing  which  is  so  persfstent  and 
obtrusive  in  all  of  us.  The  racial  feeling  which  has  been 
inherited  through  a  long  line  of  ancestors  cannot  be  separ 
ated  from  you.  It  is  you.  The  medium  of  race-conscious- 
ness is  language  Any  attempt  to  promote  better  under- 
standing is  hopeles.s  until  there  is  a  full  realization  of  the 
depth  of  sentiment  connected  with  language  and  race- 
consciousness.  »iu    Idle 

In  dealing  with  this  much  vexed  (luestion  of  language  I 


Iiuve  „o  hope  that  ray  appeal  will  have  any  effect  on  the 
ex  remist,  either  in  Quebec  or  in  Ontario,  but  thank  God 
extremists  do  not  settle  such  questions.    It  is  the  mode^^ 

races  ,f  we  are  to  find  a  solution  for  our  difficulties 

thp  rf^hf      I  ^r^T.^^'"'?''^  ^"^'^  t°  "'''fc^  clear-that 
the  rights  of  the  Provinces  within  the  Constitution 

rn^red'ty.^"'^*^  ^-'^  -^^^---^  -^  --«'" 

'     t?«f  ti*  'V'''  l"^^  "f  l^"  P™^'""^  "^  0°t«"o  to  see 

.,     l'l''V?l^  French-English  schools  are  efficient. 

•i.     Ihat  It  IS  in  the  interest  of  both  the  Prench-Cana- 

1     r^^K^t  French-Canadian  should  learn  English 

4.  1  hat  there  can  be  no  possible  objection  to  the  French- 
Canadian  being  given  adequate  instruction  in  his  own 
language  .so  that  he  may  speak  and  read  it  correctly 
fts  litorture  "PP*"'*'"''*''  *"  ''^'■'""e  acquainted  with 

5.  All  these  matters  must  be  discussed  and  dealt  with 
haying  regard  to  fairness  and  justice  and  the  reeog 
nition  of  racial  sensibility  and  race-consciousness. 

The  first  two  do  not  need  much  discussion.  Each  Pro- 
vince jealously  guards  its  own  right.  The  rieht  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario  to  deal  with  tWs  question  hfs  been  de 
termined  by  the  highest  Court  of  Appeal  in  the  Empire 
pJr.  ^'■°''""'%°?  Ontario  saw  fit  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
French  in  any  of  its  schools  it  might  infringe  certain  pri- 
vileges ernoyed,  and  properly  enjoyed,  but  it  would  not 
infringe  ^..y  legal  right  which  our  French-Canadian  citi- 
zens have.  Consequently  no  good  purpose  can  be  served  by 
the  constant  reiteration  of  statements  to  the  effect  that 
l*e"al  ri"hte  '     ^^^K'«'«*"'"e  has  deprived  a  minority  of  its 

The  second  proposition,  that  these  schools  should  be  made 
efficient,  is  not  open  to  discussion.  And  yet  we  should 
remember  that  the  bilingual  agitation  arose  over  the  fact 
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tlmt  these  schools  were  not  e-Ticient      T..>.,.i,  „. 
ployed  who  were  not  properiroia  fi.-.l      Th    '  ""'  ""K 
the  pupils  was  unsatisfactory"^    The  eirollm^.t'^oT'"'"''  f 
was  away  below  what  it  should  have  been   Z   tl.t  ^P" 
auce  was  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory      Thieoul  .1 

much  as  it  relates  to  lanCge^but  af  i?  r.ft     f  ^' u""*  '° 
oral  pedagogic  character'^ffh'e  school  ""  *"  ''"'  ^"'■ 

ThII"is'tI  *^''«''  P'-oPositions  ""ust  be  discussed  together 

rfe'c  i^dX  dell  r;S  t^'fr'-  *'"^  ^-"^-^ "* 

principles  of  Bonne  Enfentf  '''  """"'^  1""^*'°"  "P""  ^he 
Let  me  quote  the  opinion  of  an  authorit\-  which  uianv  nf 

the  rightto^eCt  ttaTcMMre^n'^h^V!  r'"^"r-«  »*•  O-ta-  ha., 

and  likewise  that  the  ca'^""^""'"'^     "'''  '  '"  **"■  ""'°°"' 

it  should  brperfectiv  tauJ^t  in  "i"'?J'«'"'""'*''^^  require  that 
placed  on  the  sime  liLnn^h-  °^"  **""  *•'"'•  "'»''  •■'''ouW  be 
dren  who  frequ^t  the  neitrL  s/hn'S''*  '."il*''^  non-Catholic  chU- 
eventually  loss  fitted  for  th^hfAe'  l"*,**""  '""^  '*">'"''  ■>»»  »>e 
eivil  employments  Nor  „„t»,.**r  ^'^""l^  "'  •>«  disqualified  for 
contest  the'^right  of  French.Ca„ad?«„','"l- ''•'  "  "■""  ''"^  '«»"'»  t" 

indeed  to  be  b.amK'lX"di^,^"';- '^rrS^'a^rToSrn^^^  ^"'^ 
<,ueS'  *°  "''"  *'^''*  ^"^^  '"'-  "f  «"  -v  -marks  on  this 
ir,ml»''%^'"^"''''"^?°^^'«""'  ^'a°t  to  learn  the  Knelish  Ian 

mmmmn 


i"  ahefd  of  hi  J      ^f?"«h-Canadian  knows  that  no  career 

;,vi    /    .     '^'"'*""  <'**''^  ^^iMSf  given  a  thorouah  Enn 

n  the  d?h'r'-  ^r.'  ^«"'^^'=»'^'  *!•«  l«t«  member  for  NlS" 
in  he  debate  on  the  same  resolution,  said:  "Some  of  our 
Ontario  friends  my  that  English  ought  to  he  known  Z 
every  person  ,„  this  Dominion,  and  I  entZely  agrTeJtl 
that  Let  me  m  a  few  words  state  our  position  in  regard  to 
the  English  and  French  languages.  We  consider  aZVrl 
education  as  a  duty  and  the  acquisition  onheEngmLn 
fimgc  as  a  necessity."    I  believe  that  if  we  Lly  Cabout 

.n^o^n-Sn^i^io^'i^iuti  K.?  --- "-r 

Canadian.  He  wlio  attempts  to  do  that  knows  nothfnrof 
:^7eZ^:rTZtl^  the  impossibility  of  th^tSTe  i 
uecessfu  Iv  in  xul  fr  ^™?''*  attempted  to  do  so  un- 
suecesstully  m  Alsace  and  Lorraine.  Treitschke  writing  at 
the  close  of  the  Franco-Prussian  War,  said  •  "WeTema«1 
who  Unow  Germany  and  France  know  letter  than  ihesTun- 
fortunates  themselves  what  is  good  for  the  people  of  Tlslce 
rvhoha.e  remained  under  the  misleading  influence  of  thX 
French  connection.  Against  their  will  we  shall  restZ  them 
to  their  true  selves."    "Against  their  will'-that  hTs  neve^ 

done     wLn   *"'    "''?'^  ""l  *^^  ^'"•^'^  ^"-i  '•ever  can  be 
done,    \\hen  you  try  to  rub  a  language  out  you  only  rub 
It  in^    Race  consciousness  is  as  much  a  law  governing  nTr 
sonal  action  as  is  self-preservation.  governing  per- 

The  fundamental  mistake  which  seems  to  have  been  made 
m  dealing  w,th  this  question  is  the  confusion  of  l^^S 
as  a  medium  of  communication  and  instruction   anTl^ 
suage  as  a  subject  of  study.    The  French-Canadian  cSd 
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!"  the  church,  and  on  thos  reet     u!?T^  '!•"'  '''«  '""»''' 
't.    What  he  needs  is  the  h  HMi„  "  ;'°"t'n"«  to  speak 

advantage,  and  he  should  nn?Lf-  '^r""'''  '''«*»  his 
to  speak  and  read  the  a,  1±  P""';'  "^' '''  ^°  '^"^^  how 
^luced  to  the  literaturt  of  K  Jr^''''- •  """^  '"  ''^  '"*"•"- 
to  English,  he  need"  to  be  taSfn  °°T--  ^^''*''  '■^^'"•d 
It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  th„  ,  ^^'"^  '*  '-olloquially. 
a  language  is  by  t"heX  ct  mShod  ^7"^'  '"  '''""'  '">  ^P^""^ 
speak  French  v'ou  do  not  iHn  n»'  >  -T'  ''""*  '°  '''«'•"  *« 
'ish.  You  go  among  neonfewh  ^^^'  "''"  ""^  ^^^^^  ''^"g" 
»ho  speak  LlyPm.K'/bJh-:'?""'  ';P"'"'  ^•^"'^'■^"'  ^ut 
and  to  hear  nothinrbm  Frennh^    "'"''';,'  *"  *'t""«'^  ''■•*'n«l'. 

-orking  knowledge^'  '  h?  anJuC:  "'  "^"P'^A  '"'^"''«'  '^ 
same  with  English     Fnl  »i,      ^^    „  ^  '**'  "^  course,  the 

language  of  iS  ruction  and  Z"''''''"  ""^''^^  '''""''^  ^'  '^' 
form  The  chad  X,n1rlh»r'°"'"'"''*'''°  t'"-"™  the  first 
first  day  helJter^fschooT  hr^'J;'  '"f^"^''  *''■'"»  ^^e 

™S'^lSS£S^^^^-!^-afdif«. 

will  be  efficient     These  schools  are'^  '"  "'^^  ""'P'"*' 

seems  to  me  that  the  ehnl.v.        ,  ^    'denominational,  and  it 

to  solve  thVSiLX  "Se"cfta^„Ll'''""f '"."^^^P'"^ 
already  obtained  thdr  pedagogf  auaCi-"'''  ''^."J'^'''^ 
sent.  6ay  for  a  year,  to  some  of  th.^^  •''"'•  ""^''*  ^^ 
where  English  is  the  la^^L/„f  Seminaries  in  Ontario 
struction.  On  the  other  K^PniT'"'"?'?^"''"  ""^  i"" 
be  sent  to  some  of  £  Semin JriS  fn  ttT''^ '"^  ^rls  might 
where  French  is  the  lan^alTofV!^' ^''''':''''^  °^  ^''^^''^ 
stnietion,  and  by  these  m?«nfLl  '"""'""'"."ation  and  in- 
I  am  qui  e  sure  that  fn  Tfrnf.f™!  Proflcent  in  French, 
question  GoTrnment  "raJtf  co^flf  l'''""'"*  "^  '^''  ^"^^'l 
purpose,  and  these  could  undoubdfv  b''e'"T'"1  ^'^  '^''' 
■nented   by  private  subscrrntion      Of  ^^^'^  •'"PP'*'- 

Hn.  when  b,,i„g„a,  te«;;:rr  ,,e!;^™;,?-.,,;he 
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be  a  ri'H.soiialile  Mdniiiiigtratioii  of  the  schools.  In  fact, 
regulation  17  docs  rccoffnize  the  difficulties  of  this  transi- 
tion period. 

Tin-  direi^t  method  of  teaching  language,  that  is,  by  using 
that  language  for  instruction  and  communication  from  the 
very  beginning,  is  employed  in  the  West  with  great  suc- 
cess. It  is  employed  in  our  public  schools  in  Toronto  where 
little  l{us.sian  cliildren  who  cannot  speak  a  word  of  Kng- 
lish  are  taught  in  Knglish  from  the  beginning,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  ire  speaking  and  understanding  it.  Dr.  Peaslee, 
former  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Cincinnati,  says : 

"The  l'ai:t  is  that  n.  I'hild  can  study  two  languages  and  do  as 
well  in  each  as  he  would  do  if  all  his  time  were  devoted  to  either 
language  alone.  This  fact  is  indisputable.  I  know  from  personal 
experience  that  the  very  statement  of  the  fact  seems  to  one  who  has 
not  investigated  tie  subject,  and  who  does  not  understand  the 
working  of  the  infant  mind,  absurd,  parado-iical  and  foolish.  Why  t 
Because  an  adult  is  prone  to  loe!:  upon  the  mind  of  a  little  child 
as  he  does  upon  his  own.  He  says  to  himself,  the  more  time  I 
devote  to  any  one  subject  the  more  J  can  learn  of  it,  therefore,  the 
more  my  child  can.  Your  conclusion,  my  dear  sir,  is  mathematicallv 
true,  but  educationally  false." 

I  am.  of  course,  aware  that  on  this  question  there  will  be 
differences  of  opinion.  It  will  be  stated  that  it  is  impossible 
to  successfully  teaeh  a  child  in  a  language  which  it  does 
not  know.  It  will  further  he  stated  that  in  the  ca.ses  above 
mentioned  where  the  direct  method  is  employed  there  is  an 
English  environment  which  does  not  exist  in  French-Cana- 
dian settlements  in  Ontario.  All  that  is  true,  and  there  can 
be  no  objection  to  the  use  of  the  mother  tongue  to  help  in 
instruction.  .\ly  general  proposition  is  that  emphasis  should 
be  placed  on  the  use  of  English  at  the  beginning  of  the 
child's  school  career  rather  than  upon  the  use  of  French. 

I  believe  the  time  has  also  come  when  the  learning  of 
French  should  be  made  ('ompulsory  in  all  our  secondarv 
schools  and  universities.  The  curse  of  this  country  is  not 
bilmgualism.  but  unilingualism.  No  nation  should  pride 
itself  on  its  inability  to  speak  any  language  but  its  own. 
For  three  years  our  Canadian  boys  have  fought  side  bv  side 
with  their  gallant  allies,  the  French.  Many  of  them  will 
come  home  with  a  good  working  knowledge  of  French. 
They  wi     have  lived  in   French  billets  and  will  have  re- 
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•eived  mHM.v  kin,  m..l  sympathetic  attfi.tions  iu  the*- 
trem. h  ho.nes  TI....V  will  hav..  had  impn-ss,-,!  up„„  ,hem 
he  value  of  b.lingj.alis,,..    This  will  .lo  nnu-U  to  leaven  th" 

If  r»n  I.""  I*"' •,"!."  "'""'"^  *'"■  '•^"Kli'^t'-speakinR  people 
of  Canada  and  will  have  a  great  bearing  upon  this  whole 
question.  In  addition  to  that  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  will  become  closer  and  closer  «:  the  vears  go  bv 
We  have  struggled  together  for  the  .same  gr.-.it  principles' 
\\  e  have  sufteml  too  -nuch  together  ever  to  he  ither  than 
the  closest  of  friends.  Why  should  there  be  eve-i  th..  sus- 
our  AlHes?   """'"''*'°"  '"""''"**  *'"'  ''^'*"*'f"''  '«"K"age  of 

One  of  the  chief  objections  which  our  Krcnch-Cana.iian 
friends  have  to  regulation  17  is  the  use  of  the  word  "hither- 
to in  defining  what  schools  shall  be  bilingual.  Thev  very 
properb^  claim  that  the  use  of  this  word  limits  the'teach 
ing  of  J<^  >nch  to  those  primary  schools  where  it  has  hitherto 
been  taught.  If  the  general  principles  which  1  l„ivc  al- 
ready set  forth  are  observed,  can  there  be  anv  objeclioi,  to 
i'rench-Canadian  cliildren  being  taught  in  all  the  schools 
to  speak  ami  read  French  correctly  where  proper  f  icilities 
are  at  hand  to  do  so?  If  we  emphasize  the  I'^arning  of 
French  in  Canada,  and  by  the  learning  of  French  I  mean 
Irench  conversation,  there  would  in  time  be  a  morr  sym- 
pathetK  commingling  of  the  two  races,  and  the  iU-feclino' 
distrust,  and  suspicion  which  now  exists  would  gradtiallv 
clie  away. 

Lord  Dufferin  said  a  very  wise  thing  in  replviiiB  to  an 
address  presented  to  him  by  the  Legislative  Aisembh  of 
yuebec: 

"The  reciprocal  action  of  our  national  idiosvncracies  introduc-H 
mto  our  existence  a  verduro,  a  freshness,  a  varietv,  a  colour  a„ 
electric  impulse,  which  without  it  would  be  wanting.  It  would  b" 
a  very  unwise  policy  to  try  to  cause  it  to  disappear." 

After  all,  the  important  matter  to  consider  is  that  noth- 
ing can  be  accomplished  unless  a  serious,  honest  effort  is 
made  to  promote  good-will  and  a  better  understanding  be- 
tween  the  races.  That  is  the  purpose  of  what  is  known  as 
the  Bonne  Entente  movement,  which  was  initiated  about  a 
v-ear  and  a  half  ago.  Bonne  Entente  does  not  mean  that 
the  two  races  can  get  together  and  agree  on  specific  matters 
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«.mblod%„ru,e  ~tfoi":;^''^'''«  ,•"'"'"'"'""  '«  conference  as. 

the  i.„„,e  fair-nunrd^elTrth/Z  LTorifv'lfV^r'''"''"  J" 
hereby  plno..  nursolve,  on  record  arof  /h-  ?,„  u  u^°'t  ![""»'  <*» 
there  m  not  now,  nor  ever  win  he  i„  A  "l=  ""''""ahle  belief  that 
the  two  races  in  CaJad.  L^Ji  ""*  *"*"'''''  ^"-^  "«"«  between 

»n,.sfa.tion  to  t\e  «reat  n,ai:frUrof"n'"/„l"er"'ed"-."  "  '"  '''^ 

All  our  strength  is  in    ,ni„„, 
■Mi  onr  danfier  in  discord. 
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